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not descending The mattock-business of the opening of the
tomb we did simply by suggestion - though Romeo had an
actual mattock - and the drawing of a curtain a little extra-
realism could be easily arranged, if wanted The middle
action is at least equally good this way, and the final gioup
better The whole scene, indeed, acts itself It might have
^eerrwfittcn for such an arrangement, and, as a mattei of
fact, was However, you nowadays see it done diffeiently,
all to get a pietty^eifect of gratings and silhouette figures
against a night sky and"pfr haps a twinkling star disjointing
the body of the drama ancf pushing it out of shape
The conclusion should be stately and ceremonious, with
no hurry though the Friar's speecu should be condensed by
cutting We cut also from Juliet's potion speech to Romeo's >
Mantua scene For a production done under un-professional
conditions it is always best to cut freely and, if possible, find
one such large cut that does not tangle the pattern, genei-
ally in the latter half We had no music, unavoidably but
certain simple sound-effects at act beginnings might have
been profitably devised The play, if I remember rightly,
was divided into four movements, intervals falling aftci thx
Balcony scene, the death of Tybalt, and Juliet's potion
speech or, if not, that is where I should put them now
(c) Henry VIII
Hart House Theatu^ Toronto (1934)
Henry VIII is a massive play It as a fitting - ont might
say the only fitting - culmination of Shakespeare's work
The play was given in three acts Each movement we
preluded with music suggesting, for Act I, tragedy, ioi Act
II, a quality pre-eminently martial and kmgly, lor Act 1IJ,
a joyful solemnity Certain other scenes were given a few
bars appropriate to what followed I tried to play on a 10
current king-theme motif The saturating Chnstian quality
of the play was reflected into anthems and hymns
As for sets, we used mamly the central platfoim and steps
between black curtains On the platform was a table *md